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ANTELOPE AT HOME ON THE RANGE 
INTWONEWFIEDERAI SANCTUARIES 

Recently Established Refuge and Range Give Pronghorns 
U. S. Protection in Their Favorite Fawning and 

Feeding Grounds in Oregon and Nevada 

. 
A 276,OOO-acre refuge and a nearby 539,000-acre winter and early spring 

range for the protection and perpetuation of the antelope, one of America's 

swiftest and most elusive game animals, have been established in the heart of 

its native range in Southeastern Oregon and Northwestern Nevada, announces the 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 
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Biological S-xvey, of the U. S. 3e?artcient of &ricult;lrti. 

Tne refuge, to Se ~momn as the Bazt XOuntain htt~lO;?e Xefqye, is in Lake 

COuzty, keg. Ynis azez is a part of the range for big-r;x;c ai,mzl s e stab1 i shed 

in 1935 in conntiction ~6th the orgarlization of Wes$ern ,yrazi:x districts und.er the 

Taylor Grazing Act of 1334. 

Tnc new rarge is in 3x’ooldt and T$ashoa Cr3u.n.t ies In ITevada, about 2’3 miles 

so:.ltheast of tht: I&d-t I:oiultain arei?.. It adloins nnd SU~Ipl~~it?~lts ti?e 34,230--acre 

Charles S:noldon Antslope r,efuge establis::ed in I\:evada 

similarly nx”;rr!ed the Charles Sheldon Anttiloile %nge. 

PcLvmirg i=Tro-alds Protected 

6 years go, and has been 

Some of ti;e ilsrt I.lou;tnirl mtelope ;xd. pxricticplly a?l. the animals that 

summer on the old Charles Sheldon reflga Rio’Js in the winter for feed to the lower 

altitudes in the ne-- O,Lbx Nevada arer, now cstaLblished as a Fticera3 antelone range. 

In the spring tI:ese animnls drift bock to the two raf~zes. SG~ebRISi-; CEW,S ill 

these two refa::(;s ze f,zvorite fawnihg grounds for the znteio_^ie, or pronghorns. 

The does ncc~che~~ t‘neir nevly-born fawns, often twins cm\: occasionally triglet s, 

among the rocks and low saga, Thq xndcr far from their young for feed end 

wat cr , bllt return twice daily to feed t&m: 

Although t;;e new refuge and rrnge hr?,ve bevu est:.blishcd prim.ri~Ly for ate- 

lope, the Biological Survey ~2;;s that both ::..r~~;s 2r.z also suj.table for nztive 

>ader the executiire order the Secretaries of &rictiture a.cd the Interior are to 

be in charge of the conservation and development of wildlife on the new Cha.rles 

Sheldon range, Tile Secretary of the Interior vi-ill also rcguLstt: livesto& grazing 

011 the public doinain of t’ne range. 
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Before unrestricted hunting and the advance of civilizaticn reduced the 

n:imbe 1 s 0: antelofio to small sCattejir:d hands, these animals x:re widely distribut- 

ed in the sagebrush plains in the region There Nevada, Oregon, Idaho, and Cali- 

fornia meet, and in other semi-arid regions of the Vest. Predators and disease 

also made deep inroads into their ranks. Since then protection by State ln:vs and 

the control of coyotes and other predators , particularly on the fawning grounds, 

hnve made the -pronghorn a familiar sight again in m-icy Vestern rc@ons. It is 

conservatively estimated that there are at least 10,OOC prongi?orns in the Xevnda, 

Oreson, and California area as compared to the dwindling thousand that clristed 

there 1.6 years ago. Vyoming today has probably the largest number of antelope 

in any Str,te. In '7yomi.n~~ tl-iese animzls range in scattered grouts over much of 

the plains and desert region. Authorities 3,z\re rcccntly estimated that there are 

15,OOC antelope in ttiis State. 

Food is Zig Problem 

The new refuge and r7ange, s,z:rs Dr. Ix-3 B. Cfibrielson, Chief of the Biologi- 

cal Survey, not only provide additional protection for antelope but they also 

insure a more adeojuate feed sup$y;, He points out tl>zt the chief problem connact- 

ed mith the conservation of pro&horns is that of providing areas where they can 

feed. For several years those animals have faced serious feed shorta& as a re- 

sult of continued subnormal rainfall nnd overgrasiIg of their range by livestock. 

The badly over-grazed range on the Chnrlcs Sheldon rt&qge hzs, hC)Tever, made 

remarkable recovery under protection and slightly imoroved moisture conditions. .‘ 

Plrr,hase by the Biological Survey of privately o:med lands z-tithir, the Cregon 

refuge and Nevada range for supplying anteloce ltith forage and xxter, -nd to 

enable the development of the areas for natcrfonl and other wildlife, is :x311 

under nay. 
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Tm number of antelope has material-ly increased since tha Chcrlcs Sheldon 

rofu?c RCL.S cstablishid for the protscti-n of thoix- faming 0 poucc?s :md suxncr 

rangc. Through the National Association of Audubon Societies and the Boone and 

Crockett Club, funds were provided for the purchase of private lands in the refuge, 

and Public Works Projects have 1 rrnvided for the fence, administration buildings, 

water development and conservation, patrol roads, and firebreaks. 'The C,C.C, has 

also helped to improve the refuge. The barbed-wire fence that encloses the refuge 

ezcludos livestock but permits antelo-oe and deer to enter and leave. Ant elope 

simply "duck11 under the lower strand of wire often at full speed without touching 

it, 

In 1921 it was estimated that ths numbor of antelope on the summer range 

in the Hart Mountain area has dmindlsd to 200. Since then the num’~cr has in- 

creased to abozt 4,000 -- owing largely to coyote-control. 
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